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I.—Fore1en Potitics. 


1 the 8th January, says that the English have received 
—" a race shoik in the Soudan. They: have 
Burmab. not come off with credit from their quarrel 
with Russia. Theebaw was weak, and so they have dethroned him by 
eans of a hateful alliance with one of his treacherous ministers. They 
ae deprived a nation of its independence in order to promote the 
interests of English merchants. They are tigers to the weak, but they 
® cringe before the strong. They, for a long time past were entertaining 


PRATIKAR, 
Jan. 8th, 1886. 


the idea of conquering Burmah. Theebaw, a quiet prince, was, with an 
Bm: terested motive, represented as an inhuman tyrant. But the world pro- 


claims with one voice that the English coveted Burmah, and that they have 
obtained its possession by various discreditable means. If the English were 
not greedy of territories, why did they not give Theebaw an opportunity to 
prove his innocence, and why did they not set up another prince in the place 
‘of Theebaw, and why did they honour Tinedah when they knew him to 
be agreat criminal? It was reported that Burmah was all quiet. Why is 


it not so-quiet now? Why does the Burmese General try to oppose the 


English in the field? The writer does not understand why the English 
@ proclaimed annexation at a time when there were so many difficulties in con- 
@ nection with Burmah. Not only the people of Upper, but even those of 
British Burmah are sorry for Theebaw, and will be glad to see him restored. 
9. Tne Sdrasvat Patra, of the 9th January, says that the Boundary 
Commission is returning to India. Rumour 
has it that even this time the Commission will 
have to take a circuitous route. ‘This is the outcome of the enormous expen- 
diture on the Pindi Durbar and other things. The Amir does not allow even 
a few British soldiers to pass through his territories. The Amir has reigned 
for a long time, and yet his power has not been firmly established. How long 
is he to be kept on the throne with India’s money ? Can he not exercise even 
this much of power over his subjects ? The Amir personally of course does not 
distrust the English. Then why is heso cautious and so circumspect? Does 
he want to conceal from his countrymen his connection with the English ? 
d The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 12th January, says that there is no 
wees reason for the conquest of Burmah ; and that 
: Burmese officials should not be, as the 
case has been in India, replaced by highly-paid English officials. The 
Burmese should have complete autonomy in their own affairs. If an armv 
is to be kept for the preservation of internal peace, and for the defence of 
tne frontiers, there is no necessity for the appointment of Europeans. 
Theebaw has been made a victim of the treachery of Tinedah Mengyee as 
@ Sirajuddullah was of that of Meer Jaffer. General Prendergast has sub- 
jected the Burmese King and his Queen to indignities similar to those to 
which Hastings subjected the Begums of Oudh. The English are lovers of 
independence. They should not deprive the Burmese of their liberty. 
4, The Sdhachar, of the 13th January, says that it does not agree 


ied with Anglo-Indians, who say that England and 


{P _ India will be placed in a dangerous situation 
ul france, Italy, or Germany is allowed to exercise any authority in Burmah. 
ie hen desires to have France or Russia rather than China and 

sianistan near India. But as Theebaw tried to make the European 
te hostile to England, Lord Dufferin did well in interfering. Had 
dee oe Sermany established its influence in Burmah, there would have 
ne intrigue. Lord Dufferin has done well in preventing the establish- 
ne rench or German influence in Burmah. But the writer cannot 
Pptove of the destruction of the independence of a country ; mere security 


The Boundary Commission. 


SARASVAT PaTRA, 
Jan. ¥th, 1886. 


BURDWAN SAnStfvani, 
Jan. 1Zth, 1886. 


SaHACHAR, 
Jan. 13th. 1886, 
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of person and property and construction of railways and canals cannot mak 
os the lost of at Hevety hee The writer desires that England should 
make the eame arrangements in Burmah that Russia has made in Bokhara an 
Khiva. A mere dispute with Russia in connection with the settlement of th. 
Afghan boundary has led to an expenditure of 15 crores of rupees, Owing 
to the short-sighted policy of Lord Randolph Churchill much money js being 
wasted upon military preparations on the other side of the Indus. Owing 
to these expenses, expenditure on useful works is being diminished. (ay 
the people approve of expenditure which stops internal improvements, and fo 
which two rivers near the capital which are injuring the health of the people 
owing to being blocked up cannot be set free. If Russia and Frang 
remain near India, the English Government will have to govern India mop 
satisfactorily. From the events which are now happening, it seems that 
Government has done well in deposing Theebaw. Still, if Burmah j & 
annexed, she will be a burden upon India. 


BHARAT MIHIR, 5. The Bhardt Mihir, of the 14th January, says that dacoities ar 


Jan. 14th, 1885. increasing not only in Upper Burmah, but in 
Burmah. British Burmah also. Cultivators are desert. 
ing their fields of ripe corn and labourers are unwilling to work in the 


fields for fear of the dacoits. To meet the requirements of the situation 
the Rangoon Chamber of Commerce are urging Government to seni 
more troops to Burmah. But do not the Chamber understand why it is 
that dacoities have suddenly become so widely prevalent in that country? 
Why do they now shrink from facing the inevitable consequences ofa j 
measure which they themselves urged Government to adopt? An income 
tax is about to be imposed to meet the cost of the Burmese war; andi 
military expenditure is to be increased by the despatch of additional troops 
to Burmah, will the members of the Rangoon Chamber be prepared to 
furnish Government with the necessary funds ? 

The state of things is far worse in Upper Burmah, where dacoitie 
are a hundred times more prevalent. Trade is now at a standstill there 
Government has, after the occupation of Mandalay, disbanded Theebaw' 
troops, and these men are now said to have become leaders of the dacoits 
and to be committing oppressions upon Englishmen. A prince of the 
Burmese royal family also has risen in revolt and collected a large 
number of troops and adherents). Whether or not the annexation of 
Upper Burmah by the British Government is a moral proceeding is 
altogether a different question, but it would be a great thing if it couli 
smoothly enjoy what it has seized by force. 

HUnADET & Parana, 6. The Surabht and Patakd, of the 14th January, says that the 
a a occupation of Bhamo by the English + 


| likely to bring about a collision with China 
But the English are slaves to the powerful and tigers to the weak, and « 


no danger is likely to befal them from the possibility of a collision with 
that power. 


7. The same paper says that the English have made an ¢a 
Canny conquest of Burmah, but it would be vey 

7 difficult for them to retain that country 

The writer hears of dacoities in that country almost every day. Tit 
leaders of the dacoits are either Buddhist priests or noblemen of big 
family. The English are hunting these down and hanging them everywher 
But will people believe that noblemen and priests will stoop to commit 
dacoities? The fact appears to be that great heroes, unable to beat the 


misfortune of their country, are sacrificing their lives for it, and truthful 


Englishmen are designating them as dacoits, while at the same tim 


proclaiming to the world that they themselves, who have deprived an inn 
cent people of their independence, are angels, 
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aper says that native papers are unanimous -in their 508428 & Passxs, 
calm i pothesis a | the Burmese policy of the “"'™” 
Burmsh. English. This has become intolerable to 
ertain Anglo-Indian papers. But asks, the writer, have they been able to 
assign any satisfactory reason for the conquest ? It was customary to set 
forth the causes of any war before its declaration. Even Lord Lytton sét 
forth these causes before declaring the Cabul War. But that has not been 
done in the present case. The writer 1s under the impression that no 
satisfactory reasons could have been assigned for if, and so the Government 
has acted wisely in remaining silent on that subject. But it has not shown 
+3 love of righteousness by so doing. ‘The reasons generally assigned are as 


follow :— 


(1) The cruelties of Theebaw. Bat the English have not been 
appointed as police officers in Asia. When in their own 
Empire instances of inhuman cruelty are not rare, and 
they do not make any attempt to check the progress of 
cruelty, it is unreasonable for them to try to check 
it in other countries. The cruelties perpetrated by 


Abdur Rahaman are notorious, and yet he isa friend of 
the English. 


(2) The attitude of hostility assumed by Theebaw towards the 
English. One does not assume an attitude of hostility 
towards another without any reason. Again, when there 
is any misunderstanding between two parties, one of them 
has not the right of punishing the other. 


(3) The treaty relations between Burmah and France. The treaty 
was purely a commercial one. This is not the cause 
of war, for had it been so, Lord Dufferin would have 
mentioned it in his ultimatum. If the English have 
shrunk back from mentioning it in the ultimatum for 


fear of offending France, it does not speak highly of 
their truthfulness. pe 


(4) The treatment of the Burmah Corporations. No English 


newspaper assigns this as the true cause of the war. The 
Corporation had undoubtedly stolen timber. 


From all this it is evident that greed of territories is the only cause 
of the war. Burmah has been annexed because the annexation is likely to 
make English trade prosperous. The Anglo-Indian papers understand this 
fully, but they often pretend to be righteous for refuting an antagonist. 
To be just and truthful whea there is an advantage to gain by 


the opposite course and is more than can be expected from Anglo-Indian 
® papers. 


10. The Uchit Vakdd, of the 16th January, says that when Govern-  vcmr varn, 
ue ment has annexed Burmah against the 7% 1, 1906 
unanimous opinion of Indians, it is a vain 
effort on their part to advise Government. 

11, The Nava Medini, of the 16th January, says that English mer- Nava Mapin1 

ney chants are glad if new markets are opened Jan. 16th, 1886. 
‘apie by whatsoever means for their trade, especially 
“ 8 time when trade is dull. This is the reason why they are so glad at 
<p are of Burmah. But it is a matter of great regret that the people 
oa la do not as yet know anything of the real cause of the war. The 
7" er cannot admit that the Burmese were anxious for English rule. For if 
nF y : been so anxious for it, they would never have rebelled against that 
a ~ writer thinks that Burmah should not be made a part of the 
sh Indian Empire, but made a Crown colony. : 
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SaNJIVANT, 


Jan. 16th, 1886, 


SaDAARaNl, 
Jan. 17th, 1886. 


( 100 ) 


12. The Bangabdss, of the 16th January, says that a powerf, 
mountain tribe named Bonerwal attacked th, 

— English on the Peshwar frontier, and fough 
with them for three hours together. Five to seven thousands of Englis, 
troops will be required to check the progress of these tribes. Ten thousang 
troops seem to be inadequate for the pacification of Burmah. The Russiay 
difficulty in Central Asia is not yet over. The Czar has already orderej 
three of the principal Governors of Central Asia to be always ready fq 


probable war with the English. If difficulties arise in every direction the 


ople of India will be ruined in providing the expenses of wars. Th 
income tax is already on the point of being imposed. 

13. The same paper says that the affairs of Burmah are comin 
to a crisis. On the 9th January the Burmes 
fought with a considerable number of English § 
soldiers and defeated them towards the east of Mandalay at the foot of the 
mountains. In another part of the country four to five thousands of Burmex 
troops are occupying a strong position. Are these dacoits? It is a shame 
that ten thousand of English troops cannot check these dacoits. These Ran. 
goon correspondent of the Bombay Gazette has rightly said that ten thousand 
troops are quite inadequate for the purpose. The Burmese King has been 
deported. The Burmese Minister has been banished the country. The 
English have proclaimed the annexation of the kingdom. But the Bur. 
mese people are impatient. Anarchy is reigning in Burmah. Rebellions 
in various quarters are being headed by claimants to the Burmese throne, 
Government says that the cause of the Burmese war 1s a great secret. The 
English papers have hitherto depicted Theebaw as a monster of cruelty and 
of iniquity. But when the Native Press asked what right had the English 
to punish him, Government changed its tone. The Hon’ble Mr. Hunter 
said the other day that the native Press do not know the real cause of 
the Burmese war, and so they can well be discontented with Government; 
but that if they knew that India would have been in great danger without 
the annexation of that country, their tone would have been different. As 
to the danger arising from the Burmese, he adduced the instance of the 
depredations of the Burmese in Bengal in ancient times. 

14. The Sanjivant, of the 16th January, says that Lord Lufferin 

eid will go to Mandalay to organise the adminis 


tration of Burmah, The writer thinks that 
His Lordship should go to see whether the Pagoda tree grows there, and 


whether the country can bear the cost of English administration. If Lord 
Dufferin is prudent he will appoint only one or two high English officials 
and entrust the Burmese with the greater part of the work of 
administration. If hot-headed Englishmen are appointed to rule the 
country, it will never be pacified in a short time. The Burmese are still 
fighting for their independence. They are being killed by hundreds and 
yet they are fighting, Mandalay was occupied without bloodshed, but much 
English blood will be spilt before Burmah is pacified. It would be madness 
to think that the dethronement of Theebaw has completed the conquest of 
Burmah. The conquest has only commenced. How long will the English 
oe = these men? They would do well to place a Burmese Prince 00 
the throne. 


15. The Sddhdrani, of the 17th J anuary, says that Dr. Hunter acted 


iii ii as a mediator between Government and the 
people the other day in connection with the 
protest of native papers against the annexation of Burmah, Dr. Hunter has 
explained the real reason for the Burmese war by the statement that “only | 
when the future of a British province was seriously compromised, and aftet 
honest and sincere endeavours at an amicable settlement had been {rot 


trated by the folly of the king, did your Lordship’s Government resort 


Barmah. 


( 101 ) 


‘ve to war. The Viceroy also has made similar statements. 
the last re soy Hy not understand that the annexation of Burmah had 
Bat the “psolutely necessary for the security of British dominion in Burmah. 
os ; the extortion of a favourable treaty have served the purpose of 
Would no + ? Dr. Hunter has proved from Indian history that India should 
a ti "prepared for foreign invasions. Dr, Hunter desires that Indians 
oe bin ort the Burmese policy of government when it has been adopted 
fenefit If the writer could understand that Burmah had been 
the benefit of Indians, he would not object. But he is 
hecause he thinks that Burmah has been made a burden upon India 
ate for the sake of the extension of English trade in it. 
Said 6. Tne Ananda Bazdr Patrika, of the 18th January, says that . the Angabe Basan 
people of India would not have much minded __ jan. 8th, 1886. 
Burmah. the annexation of Nae Burmah if my = 
” nly one that involved misery to the Burmese people. Bu 
sng po he A enormous sapendinate, te is feared that the people of 
this country will be saddled with it. J.ord Dufferin has indeed given hopes 
that for the administration of Upper Burmah, the people of India will not 
ultimately have to pay anything, but it appears from the statements of 
Mr. Bernard and of the Editor of the Bombay Gazette that there is not much 
expectation of obtaining a large revenue from that country. Although no 
one can now correctly state what amount of revenue will be obtained from 
‘t. still it is clear that Upper Burmah will not be found as rich as India, and 
that there is no probability of obtaining wealth by plunder in that country 
as was obtained in India. ae : 
17. The same paper remarks, in reference to the recent fight with Amanda Baran 
, the Bonerwals, that the British Government is 
“sDiliculty onthe North-West Fron- now encountering difficulties both in Burmah 


and on the North-Western Frontier of India, 
and that if the Chinese or any other powerful nation now declares war 
against England, Lord Dufferin’s policy will be successful indeed ! 


18. The Navavibhakar, of the 18th January, says that both Lord Nsvsvmesnsr. 


1 Jan. 18th, 1886. 
Dufferin and Dr. Hunter have stated that 
a and the annexation of § begause Indians do not know the secret reason 


for the annexation of Burmah they are pro- 
testing against that act. Dr. Hunter has said that the constitution of 


| Government in India is such that such secrets cannot be divulged here. 
The writer says that when the constitution of Government in Iadia is such 
that such secrets cannot be divulged, the constitution should be changed. A 


system of government similar to that existing in the colonies should be 
introduced here. 


19. The Samvdd Prabhétar, of the 23rd January, says that no Governors sauvap Pnassaxan, 
le General since the time of Lord Dalhousie % 2d, 1886. 


3 ever annexed a foreign country in the manner 
Lord Dufferin hasdone Burmah. What was the occasion for sending troops 


to Burmah and dethroning Theebaw? The people are ignorant of the 


causes of the war. It was often represented that Theebaw was cruel. 
But why make war upon him for that? Was it impossible to mend 


is wars by peaceful means? Even ifit was impossible, could not the 


English have set up another King on dethroning Theebaw? ‘Why deprive 
the whole family of their rights for the fault of one? What strong 
ground can there be for- annexing the kingdom? The English have 
we Wrong ; the result will be disastrous to them. The Anglo-Indian papers, 
Which are in the habit of supporting people in high places, are cryin 
that the natives and th 


é e native press alone are finding fault with the 
annexation, But it should be r S : 


. emembered that natives will never support 
* annexation of other people’s territories by force. 
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Jan. 14th, 1886. 


BHaRaT? MIHIR. 


SANJIVANT, 
Jan. 16th, 1886. 


Som PRaKAa8h, 
Jan. 18th, 1886. 


AmakDa BaZzaR 
PATRIKA4, 


can. 18th, 1886. 


( 102 ) 
Il.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


(6).— Working of the Couris. 


20. The Sansodhint, of the 5th January, is glad to hear that Babb 
Baboo Joigopal Sing, Munsiff of Joigopal Sing, the Munsiff of Pomra, has 


Pomrs. become very popular by administering Jay 
with justice. But his work is so heavy that he has often to work till nigh; 


which causes great inconvenience to the people. 


91. The Bharat Mihir, of the 14th January, says that three Magis. 


_ trates in China, who were in the habit of 
— of three Magistrates 12 ~abysing the suitors in their Court like 


Mr. Laidman, have been dismissed from the 
public service of that country. The offence, remarks the writer, for which 


a magisterial officer in China is punished with dismissal is in India punished 
with promotion from a Sub-Judgeship to a Judgeship. And the Chinese are an 
uncivilised people, while the English are civilised! What but promotion 
could come to Mr. Laidman in consequence of the certificate which the 
Chief Justice of the Allahabad High Court gave him ? 


22. The same paper remarks in reference to the case of Mr. Henn, 
a European tea-planter of Cachar, who stands 
charged with the murder ofa Coolie, and whose 


case has been directed by the High Coun 
to be tried anew by the Sessions Judge of Cachar, that in the course of the 


proceedings before the High Court, Mr. Justice Cunningham showed an 
exceedingly laudable desire of seeing justice done in the case. 


A European tea-planter killing a 
coolie. 


23. The Sanjtvant, of the 16th January, says that the hearing of the 


se against B y ) | 
Baboo Kedar Nath Basu. case against Baboo Kedar Nath Basu has 


come to an end, but that judgment has been 
reserved. Mr. Anderson asked the police to conduct the case, and it is wel 


known of what materials the police is composed. Baboo Rakhal 
Dass Mookerjee, Inspector of Police, was entrusted with the 
prosecution of the case. With the exception of Baboo Sib Krishna 
Chowdri and his men, the other witnesses rend-zvous at a dispensary, 
where the influence of Rakhal is supreme. It is no wonder that these 
men should be puppets in his hands. But itis a wonderful thing how 


he could make even arich zemindar, like Baboo Sib Krishna, a puppet 
in his hands. 


24. The Som Prokdsh, of the 18th January, referring to the 


taboo Romesh Chunder and the statement of the indian Daily News that it 
Chief Justiceship of the HighCourt. has not yet been decided who will succeed 
Sir Richard Garth, the writer says that even hostile Anglo-Indians do net 
deny that the Senior Judge, Baboo Romesh Chunder Mitter, is a2 


experienced, impartial, and learned Judge. Does, then, a dark skin, asks 
the writer, make so much difference ? 


25. The dnanda Bazar Patrikd, of the 18th January, referring to 


oo We the cases of Henry and Gordon of Sylhet, 


and of a European of Bombay, says that 
those cases not only furnish evidence of the sort of justice whichis 


administered in criminal courts in this country in cases instituted by 
natives against Europeans, but give the further information that whereas 
European criminals in those cases used to be hitherto acquitted or only nomi- 
nally punished by Judges, and especially by juries, henceforward not only 


will the European criminals be discharged, but their native accusers wil 
al:o be punished. 


| a0 
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avibhakdr, of the 18th January, in criticising the 
a "decision passed by the Assistant Commis- 
| he Gordon case. sioner of Sylhet in es Gordon =i 7 
, Assi Commissioner did not believe in the witnesses for the 
a Se he they were all relatives of the deceased. But the writer 
ike whether Mr. Gordon’s clerk and his coolie sirdar are not men subordinate 
ag and whether the devoted servants of zemindars and planters do not 
{falsehoods for the benefit of their masters. Why did the witnesses 
eo any Umesh to Mr. Gordon's house? Every body living in tea planta- 
tno ‘inderstand why he (Umesh) was called at an unusual hour. Ivis 
strange that the Assistant Commissioner, who lives ina district of tea planta- 
tions, did not understand this. Tne writer cannot but think that there was 
no reason for not committing Gordon to the Sessions. The Assistant Com- 
missioner has been obliged to admit that Gordon tried to shift the respon- 
sibility for the murder upon Sudharant. Still the Assistant Commissioner 
“believed the two English witnesses, who said that they had not seen Gordon 
beat Umesh. Has Lord Ripon’s resolution on the Webb case become 
a dead letter? The writer draws the attention of the Chief Commissioner 
of Assam and of the Viceroy to the following matter. During the last 
10 or 15 days the writer has had to write about the alleged oppressions 
of three planters. The writer does not say that they are all guilty, But 
it cannot believe that the weak coolies have instituted false suits against 
the strong planters in order to give them trouble. Nor can it believe in 
the honesty of those who hold such an opinion. The writer is very uneasy 
at these things, An enquiry should be made into the matter. 


(ce) —Jarls. 

27. The Samaya, of the 18th January, says that flogging is practised 
a constantly in jails simply to satisfy the 
corepeacemnenel brutality of the floggers, Whoever is put 
to jail, even for a short time for a slight offence, learns only bruta- 
lity and vicious habits. ‘lhe writer thinks that morality should be taught 
In Jail, 

(d)— Education. 


28. The Sansodhint, of the 5th January, says that it isa shame 


that the pay of the head-master of the 

chit’ fi ihe head-master of the (Chittagong College should be Rs. 150 only: 
: Mr. Datta is an able officer, and he has been 

transferred from a healthy place to become the. head-master of a college, 
d yet no change has been made as regards his pay. The writer thinks 


that a head-master of azillah school getting Rs, 300 should have been -made 
the head-master of the Chittagong College. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


29. The Sakachar, of the 13th J anuary, says that there is no ground 


for Mr. Harrison’s apprehension at the nu- 
i the Calcutta Munieipality merical superiority of Hindu Commissioners 
in the Municipality. Since among the popu- 


Majority of Hindu Commissioners 


lation of Calcutta 75 per cent. are Hindus, 
of the Municipal Commissioners should be 


the different Classes also should not be th 
sideration. It sh 


Th 


it is proper that the majority 
Hindus also. The mere number of 
e only thing to be taken into con- 


ould be seen how many competent men there are ia each class. 


e 7 * L os . . 
number of Hindu Municipal Commissioners is so great, because the 
number of com 


classes, Mf petent men among Hindus is far greater than among the 
“sts. Mr. Harrison has also complained that the number of lawyers 


NaVAVIBHAKAR, 
Jan. 18th, 1886. 


Samara, 
Jan. 18th, 1886. 


SaNSODHINI, 
Jan. 5th, 1886. 


SaHACHAR, 
Jan. 13th, 1886. 
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SunaBbal & Pataga, 
Jan. 14th, 1886. 


Nava MBDIN], 
Jan. 16th, 1886. 


Nava MBDIRI. 


BHaRaT Bast, 
Jan. 16th, 1885. 


DaAINIK, 
Jan. 20th, 1686. 
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and of proprietors of lands and houses in the Manicipality is unduly greg 
But wherever the elective system is in existence, the number of lawyen 
and of proprietors of lauds and houses is great. Such has hee 
the case in the last general election in England. The arrangement, 
proposed by Mr. Reynolds have far greater claims to consideration, 
But the writer does not think that separate representatives ar 
necessary for the national Mahomedan Association or the Chamber of 
Commerce. 
30. The Surabhi and Patdkd, of the 14th January, says that the 
Amalgamation Committee has recommended a 
the entire alteration of the present state of | 
things in the management of the Calcutta Corporation. The Anglo-Indian 
papers are already performing the obsequies of the municipality. The 
writer is surprised to find that the people of Calcutta do not stir in the 


matter as yet. They are going to lose their life. Will they not fight to 
the last ? 


The Calcutta Municipality. 


( f ).— Questions affecting the land. 


31. The Nava Medini, of the 16th January, says that it has become 
The sale of Baikuntha Nath Jéna’s difficult for people to preserve their estates 
estate. owing to the oppressions practised at the time 
of the realisation of the cesses. Babu Baiknatha Nath Jana paid his 
dues into the hands of the nazir, but his application was not ready. Yet 
the Deputy Magistrate without waiting for the application pat his estate 
to auction, and it was sold up. This Deputy Magistrate is well known to 
the people of Midnapore for his conduct in the matter of the issue of 
certificates. 

32. A correspondent of the same paper complains that a notice has 


been issued in the Pataspore thana prohibiting 
soft notice for giving printed receipts gemindars to use and the tenants to receive 


avy but the receipt form sold by vendors 
or by the nazir on pain of being fined. The plain inference from tis 
is that receipt forms printed by Government only are to be used.. The 
ignorant tenants have understood the notice to mean this, and have refused 
to pay rent on receipts written by hand, even if that be in accordance with 
law. This is working great hardship to many. ven if the tenants agree to 
pay, the notice holds out a threat‘of punishment to them. The Act has an 
express provision that if zemindars make any reasonable alteration in the 


form of the receipt they will not be punished. But the notice makes n0 
mention of such a provision. 


(9) —Ratlways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


33. The Bhdrat Bast, of the 16th January, says that the Dattapukur 


The Dattapukur Post Office. Post Office has recently been removed near the 


Dattapukur Railway Station, and it can now 
be approached only by crossing the line; but the Station-Master, afraid of 
accidents, has ordered that the path for crossing should be closed at all 
hours except at the train time. The writer therefore prays to the authorities 
of the Bengal Central Railway to extend the road made by the people 
of Nibadhai to the Post Office, and to establish a level crossing gate at the 
point where it crosses the railway. 


34, The Dainik, of the 20th January, says that the fare for inter 
The Tirhoot Railway. mediate class in the Tirhoot Railway 3 


_ double as much as that of the third class 
The intermediate class carriages generally have no passengers. Ooly a few 


Bengalis travel in that class. The Manager has done well in reducing 
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_ fe should also reduce that of the intermediate class. 
he third to the income of the railway. The conduct of the lower 


officers of this railway should be the model of those of other railways. 
(h) — General. 


ax The Charu Vartd, of the 4th January, is glad that Baboo Sarat 

: Chandra Das has got a title for the service 

paboo Sarat Chandra Das. he has rendered to Government in Thibet 

- (hing. Bengal should be proud of this. 

- _ - Beceem rn of the Pratikdr, of the 8th January, complains 
that several tigers have come to Dedhakunda 
under the jurisdiction of the Barwa thana. 
One of these has been killed by the villagers, five of whom were severely 
wounded by the animal. The writer asks the authorities to come and 
make some arrangements to kill these ferocious animals. 

37 The Sdrasvat Patra, of the 9th January, thinks that Baboo Tarak 
Nath Sen, Deputy Inspector of Schools, should 
be appointed permanently as Assistant Inspec- 

tor of Schools in the place of Baboo Dinanath Sen. He has for a long time 
served Government with credit. 

99 «The Sar Sudhdnidhi, of the 11th January, says that the -Home 
Government could not have imposed an 
income tax in England for the reasons for 
which the Indian Government is going to impose an income tax in India. 
As for the statement that a new tax has become necessary owing to the loss 
‘from exchange, the vvriter says that as England and India are both under 
/the same ruler, the rupee may easily be declared to have its former value. 
' As for the statement that a new tax has become necessary for the strencthen- 
ing of the frontier, the writer says that Government can easily prevent 
that expenditure by trusting Indians. 

39. The Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 17th January, thinks that the 
income tax if assessed with proper discretion is 
preferable to all other forms of direct taxes. 
But the writer cannot approve of the object with which the tax is being im- 
posed. There is no necessity of increasing the strength of the army at a 
time of profound peace. Government is very much afraid of a war 
indeed, but if it places its reliance on the natives it has nothing to fear 
from Russia. Tne writer thinks that the minimum of taxable income 
should be fixed at Rs. 1,000 and not at Rs. 500 a year as proposed. 
i Rupees 500 is the minimum of license tax, but it entails great hardship on 

many. Great hardship is often experienced owing to the indiscretion of 
the assessing Officers. The income tax was never made permanent. But 

this time itis going to be made permanent. The rate, though low at present, 
s very likely to be increased shortly, if Russia makes a further advance. 

he income tax, though preferable to all other forms of direct taxation, 
should not be made permanent. 

40. The same paper says that Lord Dufferin has spent much of India’s 

Lord Dufferin. money in the Rawal Pindi Durbar, in purchas- 
i _ mg the friendship of the Amir, and in the 
famished pe and has published a printed notice all over the land that the 
pire _tag-clad natives will have to bear all this expenditure. When 
oe u “~ has the support of all the sections of the English Press, his 
ca hs — is secure. Heisas mucb a supporter of the white 
6 3 Sir Rivers Thompson is of the Anglo-Indian interest. But 


acirere tules only Bengal, while His Lordship’s sway extends all over 


Fear of tigers at Dedhakunda. 


Baboo Tarak Nath Sen. 


The income tax. 


The income tax. 


-_>. 


Caak0 VaRtTaA, 
Jan. 4th, 1886. 


PRATIKAR, 
Jan, 8th, 1886. 


SABASVAT PaTRa, 
Jan. 9th, 1886, 


SADHABANI, 
Jan. llth, 1886. 


BURDWAN SANJIVANT, 
Jan. 12th, 1886. 


Burpwan SansIVAni 
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SaHacuas, 41. The Sahachar, of the 18th January, says that it is not a Ruggo. 
en phobist. Though the writer is in favour g 
keeping Burmah in check, he is not in fayoy, 
of the annexation of that country. The writer does not admit that there jg 
any necessity for the imposition of an income tax. A slight increase jp 
the salt duties would have answered the purpose. Government has done , 
very wrong thing in abolishing the import duties. Had the system of golf. 
government existed in India, the import duties could never have been abolished, 
Import duties are levied in all the colonies, One-third of the revenue in ql 
of them is derived from import duties. The English Government and th 
English merchants have no power of interfering in the affairs of the colonics, 
For this reason the people there are happy. So long as that system is not 
introduced into India, Indians will be troubled by the English merchants, 
For this reason the people of India should make efforts for winning the 
right of self-government like the colonies. 


42, Thesame paper says that Rs. 1,000 should be fixed as the 
minimum income assessable under the income 
tax. In England Rs. 1,500 is fixed as the 
minimum income assessable under that tax. In a poor country like 
this fixing of that minimum will not do. But Rs. 500 at whieh 
the minimum income assessable under the tax has now been fixed is to 
low. The writer also says that no special favour should be shown to 
Government officers in the matter of payment of the tax. The writer 
thinks that the minimum income assessable under the tax should be 
fixed at Rs. 1,000, both in the case of Government officers and of other 
persons. The income tax will of itself cause dissatisfaction. Such _partia 
lity to Government officers will increase the dissatisfaction. The sum of 62 
lakhs of rupees, which is expected from the imposition of the income tar, 
could be easily raised by slightly increasing the salt tax. Government can 
derive an income of a crore and a half of rupees by re-imposing the import 
duties. But English statesmen have not the courage to dissatisfy the 
English merchants. Government has said that it will raise the salt tar 
when necessary. Its philanthrophy will not prevent it from doing so when 
necessary. It will not venture to re-impose the import duties. So much 
for the philanthrophy of Government. Government has shown undue 
favour to military officers in the matter of the assessment of the tax. Has 
such favour been shown to military officers, because India has been conquered 
by the sword, and will have to be maintained by the sword ? While 
a military officer whuse annual income is not a single pice less than Rs. 6,000 
will be exempted from the tax, a private person, whose annual income 38 
Rs. 500, will have to pay the tax. This is grossly unjust, Indians 
infer from this that Government greatly fears the military officers. Govert- 
mentis going to destroy its prestige by this arrangement. The writer 
recommends that Ks. 1,000 should be fixed as the minimum income assess 
able under the tax in the case of all persons. 


Ruanar MrtRs, 43. The Bharat Mitra, of the 14th January, referring to the desir 
Jan. Mth, 1886. sg Viceroy’s speech in the debate €Xpressed by the Viceroy for retrenchment 


onthe Income Tax bill _ In the course of the debate on the Income 
Tax Bill, remarks that, if Government now employs educated natives 


instead of Englishmen on large salaries, the work will be done quite 
as well, and at the same time Government will reduce expenditure and do 
its duty by Indians. Referring to the remark of the Viceroy that native 
papers have protested against the annexation of Burmah because they 
do not know the secret reasons for the step, the writer says that, if Goverd- 
ment had taken the people into confidence, they would not have protested 


The income tax. 


SaHaCHAR. 
The income tax. 
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long as Indians are not informed of the real reasons 
ot approve of it. There are difficulties on the west. 
Government has again pushed forward the Indian frontier as far as China 
and Tonqu ; thir. of the 14th January, says that while Eng-  S8xazir wr, 
nde - land continues to {my import duties on 79% Mth, 1886. 
The import duties. Indian goods, Government has repealed the 
duties which used to be formerly levied on English goods. This 
er eed serious obstacles.in the way of Indian trade and manufacture, 
soa Indi will never prosper until this wrong is redressed. ae 
45, The same paper says that it will be very hard if persons Banat Mim. 
possessed of a monthly income of Rs. 41-10-8 
only are required to pay a tax of more than. 
Rs. 10. Unless the rigour of the proposed income tax Jaw is mitigated 
by exempting all persons in receipt of incomes under Rs. 1,200.a year from 
liability to the tax, or by assessing all incomes to the tax after deducting 
Rs. 500 from the income of every individual therefrom, considerable hard- 
Se ship will be caused to respectable but poor natives. It is exceedingly 
MM desirable that the distinction made in the Bill in favour of Governmeaot 
officials and military officers should be removed. 

46, The same paper says that considering that Government is resolved 5#aset Mra. 
upon imposing an income tax, there is not 
much use of showing that there is no neces- 

‘sity for the proposed measure. But as those who are not acquainted with 
the facts might be easily misled by Jord Dufferin’s statement that no 
other course was open to Government, and that the proposed: measure has 
the support of the Bombay National Conference, the Editor thinks it 
necessary to say a few words on the subject. Of course, nobody. has the power 
to oppose the levy of an income tax if it has been decided upon, but the 
writer cannot bear the idea that the people should be persuaded to regard 
‘an unjust impost as a just one. | 
| Itis not the purpose of the writer to discuss in this place the question 
whether Government was justified in incurring the military expenditure 
which it has already incurred. It is idle to quarrel over an accomplished 
fact. But one of the contemplated measures for the adoption of which 
Government finds it necessary to provide increased expenditure is still 
completely under its control, namely, the increase of the Indian army by ten 
thousand troops. Who does not understand that this step is perfectly unne- 
cessary ? It will not add materially to the military strength of the Indian 
*mpire. Considering that British rule is firmly established in this country, and 
that the native princes are quite ready, whenever occasion arises, to assist 
Government with their own troops, it becomes evident that instead of increas- 
ing, the time has rather come for reducing the number of troops in the service 
: Soerament. The income tax would not be at all necessary if an increase 
. ve army were not resolved upon. Both Lord Dufferin and the Finance 
lnister have pointed out the injustice of taxing particular sections of the 
peop. oa others do not pay any tax. If itis considered unjust to tax 
Si, se only of the population, why not repeal the license tax at once ? 
ie ns Colvin has himself shown that a poor country like India is 
poe jor direct taxation, and the fact that the proceeds of the license 
>. <n In its extended form, will not exceed 62 lakhs of rupees a year, 


7 urelragable proof of the unsuitableness of direct taxation in the case 


of ite highl overnment might easily and without injustice reduce the salaries 


when it “a2 paid officials, and thus effect considerable savings. The days 
: J was necessary to grant high salaries to European officials have 
sone by. Let Gover 


nment reduce the pay of these officials and see whether 
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able men do not come forward to enter its service. If able men are not 
foand willing to serve it on reduced pay, the people of India will not object 
to pay income tax. Even if they do object, Government may then 
well afford to disregard their objections. But this, if seems, cannot be, 
If retrenchments are to be made, it is the 20-rupee clerks that are made 
victims. Then, again, the cost of the annual exodus of the Governor. 
General and the Local Governments to the hills may well be saved by discon. 
tinuing the practice. Another course open to Government for increasing its 
revenues is the re-imposition of the import duties. These duties were abo. 
lished on plea of free trade principles, which, it seems, have no force in 
England, which levies an import duty on Indian goods. It is not true that 
the Bombay National Conference has supported the proposal to levy ap 
income tax. Lord Dufferin has sought to throw dust into the eyes of the 
vapour, public by quoting only one part of the proposal made by the Conference, 
Jan. 14th, 1886. 47. The Urdu Guide, of the 14th January, says that there was no 
one to advocate the cause of Indians in the 
veeese steises debate on the Income Tax Bill in the Coungi, 
The writer is sorry that the opinion of the people has not been taken 
about the imposition of a tax which will be imposed upon them. The 
writer may agree to the imposition of an income tax if Government agrees 
cunass: & Pataza, to abolish the tax as soon as the state of its finances becomes satisfactory, 
Jan. 14th, 1886, 48. The Surabhi and Fatdkd, of the 14th January, learns from g 


confidential source that the Secretary of 
Ee State has refused to sanction the we Be 
for the enrolment of natives as volunteers. He did not consider jt 
reasonable to grant a privilege for which the people of all the provinces 
prayed. Government has studiously suppressed the result of the memorial 
for enrolment, for its publication is sure to create discontent. But truth 
must come out. Government has not succeeded in suppressing the 
unpleasant truth that it distrusts the educated and respectable classes of 
the community. Now the writer wants to see in what spirit these classes 
accept the refusal of Government. 
49. The same paper says that Lord Lytton was the worst Governor 
ied ete General of India. But the seeds of national 


unity were sown in his time. The seeds 
began to shoot during the Ilbert Bill agitation. The days of Lord Lytton 


have come back. People are hearing of many unheard-of things during 
Lord Dufferin’s administration and during the ascendancy of the Conservatives. 
in England, and their spirit of unity is becoming stronger. Mr. Cotton in 
his new India says that itis in the hands of Government either to use ‘he 
new national spirit in its favour or against it. The writer heartily wishes 
that Government should use it against it, for competition is sure to foster 
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the new spirit. What can people expect from the favour of Gover- | 
ment? It will simply confirm them in their slavery. The writer wants 
a spirit of national self-help. A nation can never rise without that spirit 


Government has no power to arrest the progress of national degenert 
tion. 


SuBmaBH!] & Parara. 


50. The same paper, in noticing the speech of Sir Rivers Thompson 
Sir Rivers Thompson's speech at the @¢ the Calcutta Madrissa, approves bis plat 


Madris, _ . . Of getting the best men for the public service 
by competitive examination irrespective of caste and creed. But, says the 


writer, Government should try its best to spread education among those 
races who are backward in it. 


51. In noticing the amalgamation of the District and Post Of 
eee Savings Banks, the same rges tne 

O‘ficere io the Postal Department. TOG ’ paper urs 
ped bes ik row clains of the low-paid officers of the Postal 


SunaBal & Pataka. 


( 109 ) 


9 bave to. work very. hard owing to the amalgamation of 

Deptt eats with the Post Office. The number’ of officers has 

ry eeased with the increase of work, nor has their remuneration . been 

eer ‘The writer asks these officers to make their grievances known to 

rities. . ’ 

a _ pein paper says that Mr. Chapman was under the impres- sonasm & Pataxs, 
sion that the low rate of exchange was favour= 45. 14th, 1686. 
able to India, and so ~ advised peg 

olicy of Jatssez fatre in this respect. But it is a matter of | 
 Peatalation that the eyes of Sir Auckland Colvin and of Mr. — 
have at last opened. They are opposed to low rate of exchange. The 
Mi writer hopes that other members of the Council will try to do their best 
to remedy the evils caused by the loss by exchange. The loss is so great 
that the proceeds of the income tax and of the license tax will cover 
only a third of it. But if any means for preventing this loss is discovered, 
the retention of these taxes will be no longer necessary. | 
53. The 4rya Darpan, of the 15th January, does not understand the pag bogey 
meaning of holding the Camp of Exercise ““ °° 
at a great expense at a time of financial 

difficulty. What is the good of displaying military force? When an enemy 

will attack India he is sure to weigh his own military power with that of 

India. ) 

54, The same paper does not consider the impositon of the income tax #74 Danra*. 


| to be absolutely necessary. The reimposition 
The income tax. 


of the import duties could have brought much 
more to the treasury than the income tax. But Government cannot adopt 


that course for fear of Manchester. The people of India are so unfortu- 
nate that their Government would look more to the interests of Manchester 
than theirs. Lord Dufferin of course took an oath before the Queen to 
govern India with justice. Butis sacrificing the interests of the people 
to those of Manchester justice ? 
93. The same paper says that Government promises to govern India. Anva Danrar, 
ie ial for Indians. If so, why are not natives more 78 °t 1°96. 


largely employed in the work of administra- 
tion? Government promises that high appointments will be given to natives, 
but at the time of giving such appointments they give them only to 
Europeans. There is no money in the treasury, and so the income tax is 


going to be imposed. But if Government employs natives more largely,. 
much money can be saved. 


The Exchange question. 


The Camp of Exercise. 


06. The Bheri, of the 15th January, says that Sir Auckland Colvin Pe ae 
esti pretends to be very kind to the poor. He 


does not like to re-i ne Anion 
because in that impose the cotton duties, 


we case the poor will not be able to get cheap cloth. But 
uring the course of his speech he has expressed the real cause of his unwil- 


ingness to re-impose these duties. He says that when the mills in India 


are 80 numerous and considerable, these duties cannot be re-imvos 
| ; ” ed. 
Sir Auckland has reiterated his sentiment ‘ 


that he is going to impose the 
ae tax from a consideration of justice, because he wake shan the poor 
sinind oc and the rich escape all taxation. The writer would have 
But h us benevolence if by taxing the rich he could have relieved the poor, 
© 18 not giving any relief to the poor; on the other hand, he holds out 


*. Prospect of increasing their salt dut . 

s y, and he wants to tax the rich also, 
oe thinks that the country has grown enormously rich under the 
ene But the writer does not understand how. Sir Auckland: has 
get Phen de displeasure with newspapers. He thinks that the editors 


y rich without paying any tax. Perhaps he thinks of putting 
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them down. The editors will not be sorry, if he imposes a new tg 
ou newspapers, and relieves the poor. — 
57. The Prajé Bandhu, of the 15th January, does not admit tha, 
there is any necessity for imposing a fresh 
tax, especially at a time when people ar 
suffering from distress caused in various ways. The writer says that if 
there is any just reason for fear, the people will assist their Government with 
their life-blood. Lord Ripon bound the people in ties of affection, ang 
at the time of the last Russian advance they were quite ready to fight unde 
his standard. If Lord Dufferin could show as much sense of justice, there 
would be no necessity for increasing the strength of the army, 
Reduction means depriving a few clerks of their bread. When Lor 
Dufferin is inspired by a consideration of justice, he should sacrifice a portion 
of his pay, and thereby save many poor men. If he means to do justice, 
he should impose indirect taxes. But he cannot re-impose the cotton 
duties for fear of Manchester. He cannot enhance the salt tax because that 
is to serve as a reserve source of revenue for times of difficulty, that is when 
war will break out between England and Russia. | 
58. The Bangabdsi, of the 16th January, thinks that Government jj 


aware that a native gentleman can with diff. 
il i culty manage his family affairs with Rs. 100 
a month, and so it has proposed to exempt those of 11s officers who get les 
than that amount in the month. The writer does not understand why 
Government does not show the same consideration towards the servants of 
other people. He thinks that if the matter is properly explained, it will 
listen to the arguments of the non-official members of the Council. The 
writer cannot gather from the Bill in what way joint undivided Hind 
families are to be taxed. If there be three earning members of an undivided 
family, and the aggregate income of these amount to Rs. 42 a month, will 
the family be taxed? The Bill is silent on this point. The perusal of the 
sub-section (d) of the section 5 has astonished the writer. The natives are 
not in the habit of driving away their fathers, mothers, and brothers as soon 
as they can earn their livelihood. One earns and divides his earnings among 
all the members of his family. Under such circumstances, he is anxious to 
know how and at what rate does Government intend to assess these families. 
The. writer thinks that Government should be explicit on this point. 
Otherwise the operation of this sub-section will entail great oppression on 
joint families, and people will infer that one of the objects of the Bill is 
to oppress certain sections of the community. Section 23 also is likely to 
be a source of oppression and injustice. The question is whether house-rent 
amounting to less than Rs. 500 will be taxed at all. In towns the mode 
f municipal assessment prevailing in this country has fixed the annual letting 
value of houses to a great extent. But how is that value to be determined in 
villages where even large houses costing lakhs do not fetch even Rs. 10 
amonth? ‘The assessors are not likely to do justice in cases like these. 
Jo in enacting this section Government should take the question of housesi0 
‘illages into its consideration. Those who live on their income from land 
nave been exempted from taxation under this section, because they have 1 
pay 10 various other ways. ‘The writer thinks that on the same principle 
the house-owners in towns also should be exempted as they have also to paj 
municipal and other taxes. 
09. The same paper remarks that Lord Lytton said:—“ We 
Lord Lytton and Sir Auckland have pledged ourseives not to spend one 
Colvin. rupee of the special resources thus created 
upon works of a different character.” Alluding to this speech o 
Lord Lytton, Sir Auckland Colvin has said “ Lord Lytton was its spons0, 


The income tax. 
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‘cod and vowed more things. in its name than it was ever 
and . . posse he did no iar tile sponsors daily do, and must be 
ikely a reater degree responsible.” In another part of his speech Sir 
othe fi said :—‘* There can be no such thing as a distinct fund form 
a me of general revenues and yet independent of our general revenues.” 
a sther g:; Auckland is prepared to admit the existence of a distinct fund 


xplanation given by the Secretary of State in Parliament appears 
4 grey adil. He says:—‘ It is perhaps more honest and straight- 


| to say that to all intents and purposes the famine insurance has 
shel up by the peculiar demands of the year.” Though the 


‘lich Minister showed honesty, the civilian Indian Minister could not. 
tt aaa have been well for om if he had kept silent. But instead of 
ollowing that prudent course he has tried to explain away Lord Lytton's 
‘ledee, The Finance Minister can boast of showing to the world that the 
epresentative of the Queen in India tried to deceive people by giving them 
. false assurance, but the writer cannot feel himself satisfied with this sort 
of thing. He cannot absolve the Finance Minister and the Government of 
India from the guilt of breaking a solemn pledge. 
60. The Uchit Vakid, of the 16th January, says that an income tax 
is not necessary if Government spends money 


in a proper manner, and that otherwise the 
imposition of an income tax is necessary. 


61. The Bhdrat Basi, of the 16th January, says that at the present 
financial crisis the Government of India can- 
not help imposing the income tax. But the 


The income tax. 


The income tax. 


mwriter has something to say as to the details in regard to the realisation 


of it He thinks that salaries below Rs. 1,200 a should not be 
axed, and that the minimum of all other taxable income should 
be fixed at Rs. 750 instead of Rs. 500. Government has, in 
the hope of making the stock notes popular, exempted the in- 
ome arising from these notes from taxation while taxing the income 
arising from Government securities. But it has made a mistake. Many 
Jive on the interest of Government securities, and their income does not 
n many instances exceed Rs. 500 a year. It would be hard if they have 
0 pay taxes on their small income. They can of course obtain exemption 
by obtaining a certificate from the Collector. But to obtain such a 
ea pacy aman must have to undergo all the hardships of conducting 
@ Civil suit. | 
It appears from the Bill that those who take interest on their securities 
from the Secretary of State will be exempted. Government seems to be 
very much afraid of English merchants. It has tried its best to secure 
exemption for them. But since they receive India’s money, and since any 
Canger to India will make them losers, they should also pay for India. 
It may-be argued that they pay taxes in England. Well, says the writer, in 
hat case the tax paid in England on the interest of Indian securities should 
‘ credited to India. The Bill seems also to contemplate the exemption of 
ose Indian officers who get their pay, pension, or allowance in England. 
wei not just. This also betrays that Government is afraid of them. 
od ollector has been made the supreme authority with regard to the 
eats of this tax. The work of assessment is always attended with 
re aoa The assessors generally oppress people with the hope of obtain- 
al 7 es. ‘They assess people for a higher sum than is warranted by their 
abe yr and so people have to propitiate them with bribes. The expe- 
‘epee the license tax and of the income tax shows that cases of bribery 
"itl gt will not be rare. The higher officers do not punish corrupt 
‘Sors. The prevalence of corruption in the matter of assessment has been 
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admitted by the Finance Minister, but he has made no arrangement fo; 
preventing it. The Viceroy and the Finance Minister are under the 
impression that oppression is not practised in the matter of the assessment | 
of the license tax. But they seem to be ignorant of the real state of 
things. 
The same paper says that the English have been ruling India for q 

century and getting rich, and becoming Nabobg 
at the expense of the natives, but their hatred 
for the ruled has not yet diminished. This is really much to be regretted. 
Race hatred will never die out until the Anglo-Indians give up their pride. 


62. The same paper ae” that | — secon 7° incurred the > 

. pleasure of Government for opposing the 

meat. wid ope aac anaes of Burmah. A member of the 
Viceregal Council has not failed to use threats against it. The writer is sorry 
that the Hon’ble Mr. Hunter held out a distinct threat. The native press | 
protested against the annexation only for the good of Government. Gov- 
ernment may be displeased now, but it will in the long run see that the 
native press has acted the part of a friend. 


63. The Urdu Guide, of the 16th January, says that the recommenda- 
Appointment of Mussulmans tothe tion of the Kducation Commission that special 
epee Conve. favour should be shown tv Mussulmans as 
regards appointment to the public service is just. The condition of Mussul- | 
mans will notimprove if this is not done. Hindus should be appointed | 
in no case in which eligible Mussulman candidates can be obtained. 


64. The Nava Medint, of the 16th January, does not understand 
iia al that portion of the Viceroy’s speech in which | 

| he says that direct taxation is not new to India, © 

and that people have up to this time paid the license tax without murmur. | 
The writer cannot admit that this is the true state of things. The writer thinks | 
that Lord Dufferin has imposed the tax on all without making any 
distinction of race. The writer cannot approve the provision of the | 
Bill which fixes the minimum of taxable income at Rs. 1,200 for Govern- 
ment officers and at Ks. 500 for others. He thinks it would be hard 
if the tax be imposed on men having an income of Rs. 500 a year. The | 
Bill has not made any provision for fixing the minimum of taxable income 
arising from Government securities, Are the people to infer that any 
income arising from that source is taxable? If so, it will press hard upon 
many. The pleaders and muktears pay a certain sum every year at 
the time of renewing their license. Lord Dufferin has said that the tax 
will be imposed only on those who do not pay the license tax, such a3 _ 
pleaders, doctors, and soon. But the pleaders actually pay a license tax. | 
Why, then, should they not be exempted ? The writer thinks that the | 
license fee of the pleaders and others should be deducted from the amount — 
of their income tax. 


65. The Sanjloant, of the 16th January, says that the Ranipet fort 


See puna was repaired at a great cost for the residence 

Penrreenenet CepennTE of Theebaw, but the project of interning 
that monarch there has been abandoned. The English waste money in this 
way and impose fresh taxes. It has been proposed to pension off Sir Richard 
Garth before the period of his service is over, at the instance of some bad 
Angl:-Indians. This is another instance of wasteful expenditure. Crores 
have been spent on the Rawal Pindi Durbar, andthe Amir’s friendship 1s 
being purchased by constantly supplying him with money, with arms, and — 
with ammunition. The Camp of Exercise, in which European military 
men have been invited to attend, is another item of wasteful expenditure. 
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me paper is glad to hear that the Government of Bengal has 

oe "uhed for a report whether the lower officers 
Xepotism in Government offices in Government offices bear any relation to any 
f the higher officers. This isa move in the right direction. Influence 
0 recommendation often fill up offices with inferior men. If Sir Rivers 
he son can remove this evil system without making distinction of 
oe then able men without patrons will have some chance of getting the 


lower appointments. 


g7. The same paper says that Lord Dufferin differs greatly in his 


character from his two immediate predecessors. 
He does notresemble the good Ripon, but pro- 
bably he does not resemble even Lytton. Hecould not have deprived the 
press of its freedom, but he could not with alacrity restore that lost freedom 
‘cit, Then what Governor-General does he resemble most in character P 
The writer is very much afraid of naning the Governor-General whom he 
resemble. Lord Dufferin resembles Lord Dalhousie—the father of the 
annexation policy. The names of both the Viceroys begin with D. 

68. The same paper says that in England incomes below Rs. 2,000 
are exempted from the income tax, butin this 
country the taxable minimum has been fixed 
at Rs. 000. Is there no remedy for this? Sir Auckland Colvin pretends to 
be very kind to the poor. Ifso, he should never have taxed those whose 
income fall short of Rs. 1,200 a year. Those who get more than Rs. 500 by 
renting their houses have been made liable. This is wrong, as house-rent 
already bear a heavy municipal tax. Perhaps this has been done on the 
same principle as the Imperial license taxis levied from those who already 
pay a municipal license tax. But the principle is wrong. 

69. The Dacca Prakash, of the 17th January, in noticing the ex- 

pression in Lord Dufferin’s speech that 
justice is an inhabitant neither of the east nor 
of the west, asks where is the home of that justice which lowered 
the standard of age in the Civil Service, which spends more than half the 
revenues of India in paying the Enylish officials, which makes a distinction 
of race in the administration of justice, which enacted the Press Act and 
the Arms Act, which has destroyed the independence of Burmah, which has 
foreed an addition of 10,000 European soldiers upon the people of India, 
which is ready to impose the income tax, and which is blind to the oppres- 
fons practised by tea-planters ? 
70. The same paper says that the rural sub-registrars appear to be 
the disinherited children of Government. They 
| get neither pension nor leave, nor travel- 
ling expenses when transferred. Their work is becoming heavier every day. 
Government has done some thing for Deputy Magistrates, for niuneiffe 
lor higher class clerks, but it has done nothing for rural sub-registrars. 

71. The same paper is not very glad to hear that Government will 

Retrenchmente. appoint a Commission for making retrench- 


vill ments, for it is under the impression that it 
hot be able to reach the root of the disease ; that it will simply ruin a 


ener of low-paid officers. If Government is sincerely desirous of reduc- 
B expenditure, it can be done easily in the following way. 
a osrament spends 17 crores forthe army. This is waste of money 
4 -~ Nears! Over ond move 1 crores, itis going to add 10,000 to 
its troops, and it is gol | y 
lead dh P also going to erect strong forts’ in the 
he Secretary of State spends 22 crores on behalf of India, and India 


loses q , 
.-, © Good deal by way of exchange. Better arrangements for exchs 
: ( change 
might be made. But that is not going to be done. , | , 
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The Secretary of State and his establishment cost a good deal. The 
ay of the Governor-General can be reduced to Rs. 15,000 a month, and 
ombay and Madras can be governed by Lieutenant-Governors in the same 

way as Bengal, causing a eaving of more than four to five lakhs. 


79. The Sddhdrant, of the 17th January, says that though the 
income tax is so objectionable, the writer 
is glad at its imposition, because those for. | 
eigners who get rich with Indian money, and pay nothing, will come within 
its scope. ‘The Viceroy and Sir Auckland Colvin said that they would | 
prevent by the imposition of that tax any person from evading taxation, 
But it is a matter of regret that this has not been provided for in the In. 
come Tax Bill. By the Bill some persons, such as military officers, 
whose salaries are less than Rs. 500, and Government officers, whose salaries | 
are less than Rs. 100 a month, have been unjustly exempted from the tar, 
The writer considers the income tax to the best of all direct taxes. Ip 
England, persons having an annual income of Rs. 1,300 alone are liable 
to pay the income tax. Why should it be otherwise in India? Goverp- 
ment has been placed in difficulties owing to expenses for strengthening 
the North-West frontier and for the unjust Burmese war. Where will 
Government obtain money from if not from the people ? But people 
should not be required to pay more than they can. 


: 73. The same paper gives the following 
a provisions of what is pretended to be a new 
Bill :— 


1. Ifat any time owing to the carelessness of an English Collector 
money is embezzled from any Government treasury, the salary of the subordi- | 
nate Native Deputy Collector shall be cut, and the Collector shall be 
promoted and transferred to another district. 


2. <Any white worthy may shoot down a native for the sake of fun or 
amusement, or for the purpose of seeing how a dark native dies. If any | 
relative of the deceased institutes any suit for this, he, and if any witnesses 
vive evidence on his side, such witnesses also shall be committed 
for perjury. 

3. If upon being entrusted with the superintendence of any jail, any 
white man kills any prisoner the dead bodies of such killed men should 
be immediately removed by mehters. 

4. If any white worthy whilein a boat throws over a boatman into | 
the stream by kicking him with his shod foot, and if such hoatman dies in 
consequence of that, and if any one among the boatmen institutes a suit 
before a Magistrate, then each of such boatmen shall be whipped with five | 
stripes. 

5. If any white indigo-planter forcibly scatters indigo seeds in the 
cultivated field of any person, Government shall, on the apprehension of a 
breach of peace, protect such indigo crops with the help of the police. The 
police shall attend so long as the crops do not become ripe and are not sent 
to Calcutta in boxes. Thecosts of police attendance shall be paid by the 
occupier of the field. 

6. If any white planter forcibly brings any woman of the village to 
the factory after evening, and if the police comes to know of this any how, 
the police shall keep the guardian of such woman in the thana. 

7. iio a second or third class railway carriage any Englishman 
throws out a native by pushing or kicking, or gives such native a few blows, 
the guard or the station master shall get the Englishman admitted into 
a first class carriage. The wounded man shall pay the excess fare. 


8. European and Eurasian school boys shall get free railway tickets 
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*ael) for Mussoorie, Finglish school masters also shall obtain 
for aye Government will ode the prices of such tickets from the 
eerie Education Fund. | 

4, The Som Prakash, of the 18th January, says that Government 
ins will have to raise the money that has been 
spent. upon the Burmese war. It will have 
ylso to be prepared for a disturbance on the Chiuese frontier. It will 
have also to check the Burmese dacoits and the wild tribes near Peshawur. 
i will have also to be prepared for a Russian invasion of India. Money 1s 
ecessaty for all this. For this reason the income tax is going to be reim posed. 
Indians suffered once before oppression arising from the income tax. 
Indians then unanimously protested against it. Lord Dufferin wishes to 
make the income tax a permanent source of revenue. Livery statesman 
snderstands that a direct tax like the income tax 1s unsuited to India. 
4 careful perusal of the Income Tax Bill will convince any body that 
here ig much that is partial and calculated to cause oppression in it. 
Government officers drawing salaries of less than Rs. 100 per month 
have been exempted from the tax. But private persons whose salaries, or 
ghoses alaries combined with the income that can be derived from 
heir dwelling-house, amount to Rs. 500 per year will have to pay the tax. 
Supposing that a person draws a salary of Rs. 30, and that he can, after 
deducting 10 per cent., derive an income of Rs. 12 per month from renting 
his ancestral dwelling-house, if he chooses to live under the shelter 
of a tree, the man will have to pay the income tax. On the other 
hand, a Eurasian drawing a salary of Rs. 99-15-9 will be exempted 
fom the tax. Government has not tried to mitigate oppression arising 
fm the income tax. On the contrary it has unjustly exempted 
Hurasians and military officers from the tax and provided for its imposi- 
tion upon the poor. For this reason so much clamour is being made 
against the imposition of the tax. If Government really wants some money, 
it may obtain it by reducing expenditure and by levying duties upon 
articles of luxury. 


75. The same paper, referring to Government’s intention to make 
ok ko salt unfit for human use and yet suited for 
reparatt 8 

wattle and for use as manure, Sté«éSME «Consumption of cattle and for manure, 


: says that this will lead to an increase in the 
price of salt and thus cause suffering to the poor. Government should 


rather make arrangements for providing salt for cattle and for agricultural 
purposes by lowering its price. 
16. The Ananda Adzdr Patrikd, of the 18th January, says that the 
Hi. people have no right to ask why Government 
: wants money, but Government has full 
nght to tax them when it wants money. Government wants 70 lakhs 
: rupees, so the people must pay it whether they die or live, whether 
they have food to eat or not, whether there be plenty or scarcity in the 
le And people must not only pay it, but pay it in the form which 
Sverament prescribes. But that Government has fixed upon the 
eg tax for realizing what it wants instead of resorting to any 
= eee shows that it has done a favour to the people. For if 
a) akhs of rupees, which Government wants, were raised by any 
> oo than an income tax, the burden of paying it would fall, if 

ba y at least mainly, upon the people of this country. If the money 
saa 93 “— by slightly increasing the salt tax, the whole burden 
duties he vo upon the people of this country. If the import 


mposed, the Manchester merchants would have shifted 
the burden of payment from their shoulders to those of the people of this 
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country by increasing the price of piece-goods. Government could have 
raised the money by reducing expenditure, but when Government reduces 
expenditure, it simply stops those works by the prosecution of which this 
country is benefited, and it only injures the people of this country. Thyg 
the people of this country would probably have suffered if Government had 
raised the money it wants by any of the means suggested above. An 
income tax alone saves the people from much injury which otherwise 
would have to be borne by them alone. It is not of course meant tha, 
an income tax will not injure the people of this country at all. What 
is meant is that comparatively it will not imjure them much, and 
although it will do them some injury, it is probable it will also do them 
some gond. It has been shown by the results of previous income tax 
operations that the incidence of that tax upcn the people of this country 
falls upon one man in thirteen hundred. A tax with so light an incidence 
is the best for the people of this country. But this is not the only recom. | 
mendation of an income tax. Almost all Europeans in this country are 
rich, so the incidence of the tax will fall almost upon all of them. Thus an 
income tax will be free from the injustice and partiality characterizing all 
other taxes in this country which fall heavily upon the natives, and do not 
almost touch Europeans. When an income tax was levied on former 
occasions, the hand of the Government was thrust as much into the pockets 
of the natives as into those of Anglo-Indians, A friendship and _ alliance 
therefore sprang up between the two classes, they acted jointly against the 
Government, and such Anglo-Indian newspapers as the Daily News, 
the Englishman, and the Pioneer were on terms of friendship with native 
newspapers. A similar alliance between natives and Anglo-Indians may be 
expected to be established if an income tax is again imposed. As an | 
income tax touches the pockets of Government officials, it offers a strong 
inducement to them to avoid it by curtailing public expenditure as was 
done by Sir George Campbell. This leads to the abolition of superfluous 
appointments in the public service. Expectations of this kind may be 
again entertained if an income tax is imposed. It is desirable that the 
income tax should become permanent in this country, and efforts should | 
be made by the people of this country to make it such. For, as it will affect 
Englishmen, no opportunity will be missed on their part to abolish it. 
76. The same paper says that the policy which Lord Dufferin 
has adopted in this country, far from satisfy- 
Lord Dufferin’s speech on the in- jng natives, is of a kind calculated to hurt 
come tax. ° ; ; . : : 
their feelings, and excite in their minds other 
than feelings of esteem and respect for hiaself. But he knew that it was 
a policy which was pleasing to both Anglo-Indians and the people of 
England. But in introducing the Income Tax Bill into his Council, he 
threw himself between two dangers. His policy has displeased the natives, — 
and competent judge, as he is, of the character of his own countrymen, 
he knows that, however they may be pleased with that policy, they will 
not like to see his finger in their pockets. If he therefore becomes un- 
popular with his own countrymen, the thought must have probably seriously © 
exercised him, how he is to go on. But he is a great man and having | 
played successfully with the principal political men of Europe, he un- 
doubtedly believes that he will be able to play with perfect ease with — 
Tadians and Anglo-Indians. So he resolved upon two things when he 
determined upon an income tax: first, that he would impose the tax 
with the consent of Anglo-Indians; and second, that he would avail 
himself of the opportunity to explain to Indians that he was a friend of 
theirs, and that the aim and object of every policy that he had hitherto 
adopted was their good. It was for this purpose that he alluded to the 
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oF arations on the North-Western frontier, the preparations 
eat ag Apo to increase the strength of the army, the diversion 
that y Panine Maintenance Fund to other purposes, the war with and 
. of Burmah, and the Rawul Pindee Durbar, and also expressed 
poet not having been able to devote his attention to the internal 
his rer" tion of the country. But althongh no Indian possessed of a 
ogg pee will oppose an income tax, still it is doubtful, for two reasons, 
oh they will be much influenced by the arguments used by Lord 
9 ‘1 to reconcile them to its imposition. They will remember, if not 
Du a at least by and bye, that whenever the British Government or an 
i “al has tried to win them with soothing words, some mischief or other 
. “hefallen them. Since the promulgation of the charming proclamation 
. the Queen, on the occasion of her assumption of the government of this 
suntry, India’s misery has commenced. Amongst recent Governors- 
General, Lord Mayo made a charming speech after his arrival in this 
country, and it was during his administration that Mr. Stephen placed what 
night be called fetters of slavery upon millions of natives. Lord Lytton 
wrote a charming resolution on the Fuller case, but Lord Dufferin is perhaps 
aware of the miserable plight to which Lord Lytton reduced India. Conse- 
quently if Jord Dufferin’s charming speech excite apprehensions in the 
minds of Indians, he will not be able to blame them. 

77. The Navavibhakar, of the 18th January, says that this time the 
income tax is to be permanently imposed. 
Because during the last eight years Indians 
have paid the license tax, and because there has been no disturbance in any 
place, in consequence of the levying of the tax, the license tax has been con- 
verted into an income tax. Mr. Hvans apprehends that there will be oppres- 
sion in connection with assessment of the tax. The writer too entertains 
similar apprehensions. Whether there will be oppression or not will wholly 
depend upon the character of the men who will be employed to make 
assessments. ‘There will be oppression if competent men are not 
appointed on proper salaries. Because it is very easy for officials to 
commit oppressions in a conquered country, the writer is so much 
alarmed. Oppression will not be prevented, if the minimum annual 
income assessable under the tax is not fixed at Rs. 1,200 in the 
case of private persons, as it is at present in the case of Go- 
veroment officers. Provisions have been made in the Bill for the 
deduction of income tax from the interest of Government securities and 
debentures. Thus some persons who have benefited Government and 
municipalities by loans will be made to pay the tax, because they are now 
inthe power of Government. If such injustice is done, men will not 
venture to lend money to Government or municipalities in future. The 
provision also that those who will be able to satisfy the Collector by the 
production of certificates that their whole income, inclusive of interest on 
Government securities, 18 less than Rs. 500 will be exempted from the 
‘ax, will not benefit poor and helpless women possessing Government 
‘tcurities, No one will take any trouble for them. Consequently if. their 
annual income is less even than Rs. 100, the tax will be deducted ‘from 
the interest payable to them. ‘The Bill provides that notices will 
“f be served individually upon persons having an annual’ income 
dl @s than Rs, 2,000, but that a general notice, a list of the 
: on of such persons will be kept in the Collector’s office. The writer 
og - such a general notice with such a list should “be kept in 
et al Pac hae ed the purpose of cultivation have een 
rg in the tax, because they are already subject to taxation. Upon 

me principle dwelling-houses for which men have to pay municipal 
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taxes, should be exempted from the tay. When men derive no income 
from their dwelling-houses, such houses should not be subjected to the 
sncome tax. Rented houses also should be exempted from the tax. fp 
ascertaining men’s income, the rent they derive from rented houses Will be 
included. Why then will they be required to pay tax for their rented 
houses again ? These provisions should be left out. The Bill also provides 
that when a notice has been sent to a person by post, it will be presumed 
that it has been served upon him. But the Editor, who has to write man 
letters to persons in the mofussil has found that letters even when right! 
directed on many occasions do not reach the right place or the right 
erson. 

: 78. The same paper is rather surprised at Sir Auckland Colvin’s 
attempt to make Indians believe by false 
7 reasoning that the abolition of the import | 
duties has been beneficial to them. The writer has repeatedly shewn that 
by the free trade principle England alone is being benefited and not India, 
The English Government has not been able to abolish the import duties 
in any of the colonies. In no colony is the income derived from import 
duties less than one-third of the whole revenue. England cannot 
introduce free trade principles even into the most insignificant colony. 
She has done this only in poor India. The Viceroy and Sir Auckland 
Colvin both want to poopooh the idea of the existence of a famine fund. 
But none of them has been able to deny that an annual grant of a crore and- 
a-half of rupees was sanctioned for measures for the prevention of famines 
every year, What they call a grant natives call a fund. Thus the difference 
lies only in the use of different words. It is in reality a fund and not a 
grant. No Viceroy or Finance Minister brought this money from England. 
The grant did not exist before the imposition of the license tax. 

79. The same paper says that the sum of 62 lakhs of rupees, which 


ae is expected annually from the imposition of — 
masreidacaiese the income tax, could have been easily raised, | 
and at the same time no one would have felt any burden if the duty on salt 


had been increased by four annas per maund. Mr. Steele proved this clearly. 
But the official members of the Council have supported the Viceroy’s pro- — 
posal for the imposition of a direct tax. They have probably kept this — 
source of income. as a reserve fund upon which to draw in times of 
emergency. 
80. The same paper says that instead of imposing the income tax 

Increase of the duty upon English GOvernment should have increased the | 
and country wine. duties both on English and country wine. 
Dr. Hunter may not out of pity for the native poor consent to the increase 
of the duties on wine, but the writer will not be sorry if wine thoroughly 
disappears from the country. 


81. The Samya, of the 18th January, says that a great portion of 
is tts Gein the public revenue is swallowed up every year 


7 by salaries of European officers of Govern- 
ment, Nota pice of that portion is ever to return to India. The writer 


thinks that the scale of salaries of these and also of the highly-paid native 
officials should be fixed at a reduced scale, so that the poor low-paid officers 
may get quite enough to keep their body and soul together. The Amla 
Commission of yore raised the pay of amla from Ks. 10 to Rs. 20. But 
the prices have increased so greatly since then that they should now 
get Rs. 40. The Viceroy gets more than the Premier of England. The 
Magistrates of this country get more than those of England. Why should 
Europeans get larger pay here than in England? Is it because the country 
is larger? The writer thinks that the native officers also should receive 


The import duties. 
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The munsiffs are more educated than 
Many clerks have been dis- 
which would 


gy on & reduced scale. 


y 
‘strates, but they get less pay. 
mage Postal Department very unjustly by Government, 


dismissed one or two big officers. 
39 The Samdchdr Chandrika, of the 18th January, says that income 
tax is going to be again imposed during the 
The income tax. Viceroyalty of Lord Dufferin. Lord Dufferin 
has also said that the salt tax may also be increased. People of India will 
vot have to suffer if the import duties are reimposed. But Government 
annot do anything which will touch the pockets of wlanchester merchants. 
Such selfishness in rulers is reprehensible. 

93 The Dainik, of the 18th January, says that the Income Tax Bill 
provides for the taxation of joint Hindu 
families. But the section is not clear, and 
sit gives rise to much apprehensions. If in a poor family there be five 
arming members, and if their joint income comes up to Rs. 42 a month, 
rill the family be taxed ? 

Then, again, if the tax is not paid in time, people will have to pay 
twice as much. Provision has been made for the service of notices 
by post Government wants to realise the tax with the least 
cost. 

The tax on dwelling-houses should not be levied in towns where 
house property bears a heavy municipal taxation, in the same way as the 
remindars are exempted from the income tax, because they pay so much 
in other ways. 

Then, again, in villages house property has no annual letting 
value, for no one rent houses in villages, and so these should not be 
assessed. 

84. The Dainik, of the 20th January, objects to the income tax 
being made payable only by those who. reside 
3 in India and not by those who enjoy 
Indian pay and Indian pension and Indian income in other countries. 
Lord Dufferin says that justice is the inhabitant neither of the east nor of 
the west. Why then should one alone of the two classes of men 
mo enjoy Indian incomes should be taxed to the exclusion of the other. 
Four crores of Indian money is spent every yearin paying pensions to 
those who reside out of India. Those who enjoy Indian incomes in 
other countries will not be taxed, but then why should those who enjoy 
the same in Native States pay the tax as provided in the Bill? This is 
justice indeed ! Lord Dufferin appealed so fervently to justice only, because 
he had all these things in his mind. The writer asks in English: ‘Is 
phy Justice in the name of which you have proposed the imposition 
‘this tax“? This may appear good justice to Englishmen, but it is no 
justice in the eyes of natives. 

35. The Urdu Guide, of the 20th January, says that Government 


may do without the imposition of new taxes 


theif : 
Deputy 

‘sed from ; 
mm done well if it had 


The income tax. 


The income tax. 


Reduction of expenditure. 


Indian Daily News regarding the reduction of expenditure. 
86. The Samvdd Pirnachandrodaya, of the 20th J anuary, says that 
Sir Rivers Thompsoa, od cgay 4 " Rivers By gg com retires the 
nies etter. He has ruined the people of Bengal 
: ger ef Whoever becomes the ruler of Bengal waged Hat aa 
. = © way in which Sir Rivers has governed is not unknown to 
© writer thinks that civilians should no more be made rulers of 


Kengai. Ben 
Pity a gal should be governed by statesmen sent directly from Eno- 
nd in the same way as Madras and + Me ; cree 


SAMACHAR CHAN- 
DRIKA, 


Jan, 18th, 1886. 
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Jan, 18th, 1886. 


Dalnig, 
Jan. 20th, 1886. 


Urano Guipz, 
Jan. 20th, 1886. 


if it adopts the recommendations made by the 


SaMVAD PURNA- 
CHANDRODAYA, 


Jan, 20th, 1886. 


SaMBAD PRABHAKAR, 
Jan. 29nd, 1886. 


CHARU VARTA, 
Jan, 4th, 1886. 
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Jan. 14th, 1886. 


SaMvaD Banka, 
Jan. 7th, 1886. 


( 120 ) 


87. The Samrdd Prabhakar, of the 22nd : J anuary, says that Lor 
Dufferin is unwilling to re-impose the jp. 
port duties and to enhance the salt ta; 


The income tax. 


lest these press hard on the poor. The writer understands from His Lord. 
ship’s unwillingness that the re-imposition will press hard on Manchester, 
will raise the price of clothes, and will compel poor natives to remain naked, 
The enhancement will press very hard on the poor. When the salt tax 
was high, the poor perhaps never saw what salt was, and now that it is low 
they are eating it by handfuls. But Lord Dufferin, or any of his successors 
as wise as himself, will enhance salt tax in times of war, or of great famine. 
The writer is glad that Lord Dufferin will spare the poor for the present, 
but the weapon of their destruction will be hanging on their head. But the 
question is who are to be considered poor? The writer thinks that people 
with Rs. 500 a year are poor. The imposition of direct taxation in India js 
impolitic and hateful. The Bill should be taken into careful consideration, 


It should not be passed in haste. Let the cotton duties be re-imposed; & 
the poor will not suffer, and it will bring more to the treasury than the J 


income tax. But why is this tax going to be imposed ? To meet the cost 
of the Burmese war and of the annexation of Burmah. This may be true, 
but who told Government to go to Burmah ? No one knows why troops were 
sent to Burmah, and why it has been swallowed up in the British Empire, 


II].—LeEGIsLative. 


88. The Chdru Vartd, of the 4th January, is glad to hear of the 
appointment of Mr. A. M. Boseas a member 
of the Legislative Council of Bengal. He 
is wise, moderate, and courageous. 


Mr. A. M. Bose. 


89. The Nava Medini, of the 16th January, approves the appoint- 


ment of Mr. A. M. Bose as a member of the 
Bengal Legislative Council. Mr. Bose is a 
patriot and a man of independent spirit. The intelligence of his appoint- 
ment will please everybody high or low. 


Mr. A. M. Bose. 


L1V.—Native StatTEs. 


90. The Pratikdr, of the 8th January, hears that the Maharajah of 
Cashmere has come down to Calcutta to consult 
with the Viceroy about the administration of 


Cashmere. 


his State. The Resident has also come down with His Highness. The @ 


English are not favourably inclined towards Cashmere. ‘This gives rise to 


various apprehensions in the minds of men. The new Maharajah 1s 4§ 


high-minded and benevolent Prince. May God keep him all safe. 


9]. The Bharat Mihir, of the 14th January, says that Government 


Wenel, has decided upon appointing Nawab Abdul 


might fit him for the post of Premier in such a vast State as Bhopal, 
but it is somewhat re-assuring to find that, instead of introducing a Euro- 


pean in that Mahomedan State, a Mahomedan gentleman is about to receive 
this high appointment. 


Urtya Papers. 


92. The Samrdd Bahikd, regrets that His Honour the Lieutenant | 
A Uriya member for the Bengal Governor, Bengal, did not appoint a native of | 


Legislative Council. 


a Orissa to fill the vacant seat in the Bengal 
Legislative Council caused by the resi¢nation of Kumar Baikantha Nath De. 


Luteef as Prime Minister of Bhopal. The | 
Editor cannot say whether the Nawab possesses the qualifications which # 


ae = | 


=> = ope oe ee, BB oes CD > EE ccm, | 


~~ ~~ ,. 
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93, The Utkal Dipika, in citing the mismanagement of the Baldeb 
eS Jee endowment at Kendrapara, in the Cuttack 
paligions endowments in FIED. district, requests Government to interfere 
wenerally wita the mismanagement of other religious endowments in 


Onis 


“Od, The same paper, in another article, makes unfavourable criticisms 
on the character of Kumar Baikantha Nath 


: th De. 
Kumar Baikantha Nath “e De, and concludes by remarking that the ~ 


Joint-Inspector of Schools, Orissa Division, has some objectionable private 
‘elations with the former, which are in every way detrimental to the interests 
of the Educational Department in Orissa. 

95, The Sebaka writes the following in an article headed “the 

sins itil annexation of Upper Burmah.” 

Annexatt The lst January 1886 will be a 
nemorable day in the history of British India. The following proclamation 
was quietly issued from the Government House, Calcutta, on that day, and 
, vast territory like Upper Burmah, with its unknown resources and 
boundaries, formed a part of British Empire. The text of the proclamation 
rung thus: “* Fort William, the lst January 1886. By command of the 
(ueen-Empress, it is hereby notified that the territories formerly governed by 
King ‘!heebaw will no longer be under his rule, but have become part of Her 
Majesty's dominions, and will, during Her Majesty’s pleasure, be administered 
by such officers as the Viceroy and Governor-General of India may from 
time to time appoint. (Signed) Dufferin, Viceroy and Governor-General.” 
Thus the house of Alompora that ruled over Burmah, Pegu, Tennaserim, and 
— oS Siam for about eighty years, was overthrown without 

0 gole, 

Jt is not for us to judge the justice of the bold measure adopted by 
the British Governmnt. Conquest and annexation are the necessary out- 
come of wily statemanship, and they are very common in the history of the 
world. The survival of the fittest is the only doctrine that applies to them 
fora careful perusal of the world’s history has convinced us that no nation 
can preserve its liberty if it cannot keep pace with its rivals in the 
onward march of the art of warfare. A nation that allowed foreign foes 
tomarch on to Mandalay without a single battle worth the name could 
never preserve its independence, and it must be attributed to their good 
niibenite have come under a Government remarkable for its justice 

Pe cor Ag will no cout be looked at by different people from 

nt points of view. -Indi it wi 
mis, 8 tes De tase laters, bo vs es 
the Public Works entnaasteths 44 in India ‘will a _— a - 
conquered territory like swarms of bees. Trade and el Mill find : 
ad impetus, and already speculations of a high and remunerative character 
wit eee competent companies and corporations. To the 

nd ing . 
complications a hg A edly gt Bs Big’ — “ey ea 
Necessitate the inclusion of a heavy item of a dite ag —_ 
won Ret geese algae y item of expenditure in the financial 
et pie 4 ? la . “— y too large for a single Government. 
ch aaa Pt vie I : bi to increase the amount of its cares, 
tee :' pe it may be found convenient hereafter 

= Burmah as a separate Government altogether. 

ut fo : Petey a tng dbo ocm . hitherto carefully examined, 
por a alld e . ormed that it abounds in rich forests 
er ae 2 ese be true, it will require capital to develop 

e Burmah profitable to the State. This will no doubt 
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ultimately cover all expenditure that may have to be incurred in estab. 
lishing order and peace throughcut the conquered kingdom, and jy 
encouraging the arts of civilization — within its limits ; but We hope 
Government will not repeat those mistakes in its administration of Upper 
Burmah that it made in its administration of India, 2.€., 1t must not look 
upon the natives of the conquered kingdom with suspicion, take out the 
administration from native hands, introduce an unnecessarily large 
foreign element into the machinery of government, and overlook the 
claims, customs, and privileges of the people, recognised by the Native 
Governments of Burmah. oe 

Dynasties rise and fall by the willof God. While politicians busy 
themselves with ways and means, wise men mark the hand of Providence 
in the passing events of the day. We accept the Burmese as our felloy- 
brethren, and we extend to them freely the rights of citizenship. hej 
lot has been cast with ours. ‘There are many good traits in the Burmese 
character which will help us in the difficult task of reformation. Among 
these may be noted prominently the freedom which their women enjoy. 
It has thus been ruled that the Mongolian and the Aryan will mix with 
one another to fulfil the hidden purposes of Providence. 


KRAJKKISHNA MUKHOPADHYAYA, mua. & b.1. 


Bengali Translator, 
BENGALI ‘TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 


The 23rd January 1886. 
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